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help fill the void in a major industry that’s tak-
en a big hit.

And the workers—we have somebody who
just got trained and is already on the job crawl-
ing through attics and putting all this stuff to-
gether. Over the course of 6 months or a year,
somebody can get trained effectively. And LI-
UNA is doing terrific work with this, its ap-
prenticeship program. And what this means is
that people who are unemployed right now,
they can get a marketable skill that they can
take anywhere.

So this is a smart thing to do, and we’ve got
to get beyond this point where we think that
somehow being smart on energy is a job de-
stroyer. It is a job creator. But it’s going to re-
quire some imagination and some foresight,
and it requires us to all work together. And
that’s what this White House is committed to
doing. I know that’s what all of you are com-
mitted to doing.

We are going to generate so much business
for you, Frank, we are going to generate so
much work for you guys from LIUNA, we're
going to create so much business—so many
business opportunities for contractors here
that over the course of the next several years,
people are going to see this, I think, as an ex-
traordinary opportunity. And it’s going to help
America turn the corner when it comes to en-
ergy use.

I'm excited about it. T hope you are too. See,
I told you, insulation is sexy. Thank you very
much, everybody.

NoTE: The President spoke at 11:09 a.m. at
the Home Depot. In his remarks, he referred
to Frank Blake, chairman and chief executive
officer, Home Depot; and Michael H. Tha-
man, chairman and chief executive officer,
Owens Corning. The President also referred
to LIUNA, the Laborers’ International Union
of North America.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Senate Democrats on Health Care

Reform
December 15, 2009

Hello, everybody. We just had a very pro-
ductive session about the final stages of health
care reform in the Senate. And from the dis-
cussions we had it’s clear that we are on the
precipice of an achievement that’s eluded
Congresses and Presidents for generations, an
achievement that will touch the lives of nearly
every American.

There are still some differences that have to
be worked on. This was not a roll call; this was
a broad-based discussion about how we move
forward. But whatever differences remain,
there is broad consensus around reforms that
will  finally—number one—protect every
American from the worst practices in the
health insurance industry. No longer will these
companies be able to deny you coverage if you
have a preexisting illness or condition. No lon-
ger will they be able to drop you from cover-
age when you get sick. No longer will you have
to pay unlimited amounts out of your own
pocket for the treatments that you need. We
are all in agreement on those reforms.
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We agree on reforms that will finally reduce
the costs of health care. Families will save on
their premiums; businesses that will see their
costs rise if we do nothing will save money now
and in the future. This plan will strengthen
Medicare and extend the life of that program.
And because it gets rid of the waste and ineffi-
ciencies in our health care system, this will be
the largest deficit reduction plan in over a de-
cade.

I just want to repeat this because there’s so
much misinformation about the cost issue
here. You talk to every health care economist
out there, and they will tell you that whatever
ideas are—whatever ideas exist in terms of
bending the cost curve and starting to reduce
costs for families, businesses, and government,
those elements are in this bill.

And in terms of deficits, because we keep
on hearing these ads about how this is going to
add to the deficit, the CBO has said that this is
a deficit reduction, not a deficit increase. So all



the scare tactics out there, all the ads that are
out there, are simply inaccurate.

Some of the same people who cited the CBO
when it was saying it didn’t reduce the deficit,
saying CBO is the most credible possible arbi-
ter of whether or not this adds to our deficit,
now suddenly are ignoring what the CBO says.

Finally, we agree on reforms that will make
coverage affordable for 30 million Americans
who don’t have it. Every day that goes by, an-
other 14,000 Americans lose their health care
coverage. A recent study shows that in the next
decade, half of all Americans under the age of
65 will be without coverage at some point. On
the other hand, if this reform passes—when it
passes—for the very first time in their lives,
these Americans will be able to provide health
insurance for their families. And those Ameri-
cans who are already covered will no longer
have to live in fear that their family might fall
through the cracks of the system we have now.

These aren’t small changes; these are big
changes. They represent the most significant
reform of our health care system since the pas-
sage of Medicare. They will save money; they
will save families money, they will save busi-
nesses money, and they will save government
money. And theyre going to save lives. And
that's why this reform is supported by groups
like the AARP who represents most of Ameri-
ca’s seniors. That’s why this reform has to pass
on our watch.

Now, let’s be clear: The final bill won’t in-
clude everything that everybody wants. No bill
can do that. But what I told my former col-
leagues today is that we simply cannot allow dif-
ferences over individual elements of this plan to
prevent us from meeting our responsibility to
solve a longstanding and urgent problem for the
American people. They are waiting for us to act.
They are counting on us to show leadership.
And I don’t intend to let them down, and nei-
ther do the people standing next to me. There’s
too much at stake for families who can’t pay
their medical bills, or see a doctor when they
need to, or get the treatment they need. The
stakes are enormous for them.

The stakes are enormous for businesses, who
are already seeing their premiums go up 15, 20,
30 percent. A lot of the critics of this entire pro-
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cess fail to note what happens if nothing gets
done, and the American people have to be very
clear about this: If we don’t get this done, your
premiums are guaranteed to go up. If this does
not get done, more employers are going to drop
coverage cause they can’t afford it. If this does
not get done, it is guaranteed that Medicare and
Medicaid will blow a hole through our budget.

Those things are guaranteed. That’s the sta-
tus quo. That is the trajectory that we are cur-
rently on. I don’t intend to have that happen.
And I believe that the Senate doesn’t intend to
have that happen. And I think any fair reading
of this bill will indicate that all the criteria that I
laid out when I met before a joint session have
now been met. It is deficit neutral, it bends the
cost curve, it covers 30 million Americans who
don’t have health insurance, and it has extraor-
dinary insurance reforms in there that make
sure that we’re preventing abuse.

By the way, it also does things that Tom Har-
kin has been a champion of for years: preven-
tion and wellness, to make sure that people are
getting the care they need and the checkups
they need and the screenings they need before
they get sick, which will save all of us money
and reduce pressures on emergency rooms all
across the country.

So there are still disagreements that have to
be ironed out. There is still work to be done in
the next few days. I think it’s important for ev-
ery single Member of the Senate to take a care-
ful look at what’s in the bill.

We welcome the scrutiny from the press. Re-
cently there was an article in the New Yorker
that talked about all the cost savings and how
important they are going to be in terms of
bending the cost curve over the long term.

I am absolutely confident that if the Ameri-
can people know what’s in this bill and if the
Senate knows what’s in this bill that this is going
to pass, because it’s right for America. And I'm
feeling cautiously optimistic that we can get this
done and start rolling up our sleeves and getting
to work improving the lives of the American
people.

All right. Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:15 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House.
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Statement on House of Representatives Passage of Jobs Creation Legislation

December 16, 2009

All over our country this holiday season,
Americans who lost their jobs in the great re-
cession are looking for work. Today the House
answered with some productive ideas to re-
spond to this great need, offering new initia-
tives including repairing our roads and bridg-
es, providing relief to Americans who have lost
their jobs, and preventing layoffs at the State

and local level. They complement the propos-
als I made last week to buttress small business-
es with new tax cuts and increased lending and
provide incentives to consumers who retrofit
their homes. Some may think standing by and
taking no action is the right approach, but for
the millions of Americans still out of work, in-
action is unacceptable.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on the Global Deployments of United
States Combat-Equipped Armed Forces

December 16, 2009
Dear Madam Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

I am providing this supplemental consoli-
dated report, prepared by my Administration
and consistent with the War Powers Resolu-
tion (Public Law 93-148), as part of my efforts
to keep the Congress informed about global
deployments of U.S. Armed Forces equipped
for combat. This supplemental report covers
ongoing U.S. contingency operations overseas.

Since October 7, 2001, the United States
has conducted combat operations in Afghani-
stan against al-Qa’ida terrorists and their Tal-
iban supporters, and has deployed various
combat-equipped forces to a number of loca-
tions in the Central, Pacific, European, South-
ern, and Africa Command areas of operation
in support of those and other overseas opera-
tions. These operations and deployments re-
main ongoing and were previously reported
consistent with Public Law 107—40 and the
War Powers Resolution.

In response to the terrorist threat, I will di-
rect additional measures, as necessary, in the
exercise of the right of the United States to
self-defense and to protect U.S. citizens and
interests. Such measures may include short-
notice deployments of special operations and
other forces for sensitive operations in various
locations throughout the world. It is not possi-
ble to know at this time the precise scope or
the duration of the deployments of U.S.
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Armed Forces necessary to counter the terror-
ist threat to the United States.

United States Armed Forces, with the assis-
tance of numerous international partners, con-
tinue to conduct the U.S. campaign to pursue
al-Qa’ida terrorists and to eliminate support to
al-Qa’ida. These operations have been suc-
cessful in seriously degrading al-Qa’ida’s capa-
bilities. United States Armed Forces, with the
assistance of numerous international partners,
brought an end to the Taliban’s leadership of
Afghanistan. Our forces are actively pursuing
and engaging remaining al-Qa’ida and Taliban
fighters in Afghanistan. The total number of
U.S. forces in Afghanistan is approximately
68,000, of which over 34,000 are assigned to
the International Security Assistance Force
(ISAF) in Afghanistan. The U.N. Security
Council authorized ISAF in U.N. Security
Council Resolution 1386 on December 20,
2001, and has reaffirmed its authorization
since that time, most recently for a 12-month
period from October 13, 2009, in U.N. Securi-
ty Council Resolution 1890 on October 8,
2009. The mission of ISAF, under NATO
command and in partnership with the Govern-
ment of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan,
is to conduct population-centric counterinsur-
gency operations, enable expanded and effec-
tive Afghan National Security Forces, and sup-
port improved governance and development
in order to protect the Afghan people and pro-
vide a secure environment for sustainable
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